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I am a graduate of the University of St Andrews. I am writing to express my concern 

about, and my opposition to, the current proposed legislation of the The Higher 

Education Governance (Scotland) Bill (“the Bill”). I understand that the Bill is due to 

pass through the Scottish Parliament shortly. I am concerned that the Bill will have a 

significant and detrimental impact on the University of St Andrews and other 

universities and higher education institutions in Scotland. 

The University of St Andrews has a long, proud and distinguished history as 

Scotland’s first university, celebrating its 600th Anniversary between 2010 and 2013. 

While the University and those associated with it are justly proud of its history, the 

University is equally forwards looking. It has a strong presence and brand within the 

UK and globally, and it is able to offer much to the students and staff 

of today and tomorrow. It has its own very distinct identity as a leading Scottish 

university. 

I understand that the new legislation under the Bill will enable the Scottish 

Government to exercise greater control over the composition and governance of all 

higher education institutions in Scotland, including the universities. I understand that 

the new legislation will also enforce greater consistency among institutions, and 

thereby reduce their ability to adopt individual strategies. It will burden universities 

and the public purse with extra regulation and bureaucracy that will stifle enterprise 

and jeopardise the positive contribution that universities, such as the University of St 

Andrews, make to the economy. I understand that in the opinion of many, the case 

has not been made, and that the legislation is not only harmful; it is superfluous. 

My concern about, and opposition to, the Bill is therefore on the following grounds: 

 the autonomy of the University will be greatly weakened and it will be 
vulnerable to direct political influence; 

 its academic reputation will suffer; 
 it will lose its edge, in a global market, to attract the best students, the best 

academic staff and funding; 
 this will be bad for the University of St Andrews, for Scottish higher education, 

for the economy, for the country; 
 it is unnecessary. 

  
I trust that consideration will be given to these concerns. 
 
Anonymous 
August 2015 

 


